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Andrew Parsons, MD, MPH and Karen Warburton, MD have crafted a thoughtful and incredibly
practical guide in Clinical Reasoning: Coaching the Struggling Medical Learner. This book dives
below the surface of clinical performance to explore the full complexity of learner
development. What sets this book apart is its emphasis on diagnosing the whole learner—not
just their clinical reasoning skills, but the broader context in which those skills are applied and

sometimes falter.

They highlight the importance of considering external factors impacting a student or resident’s
performance. From personal stressors to systemic challenges, they advocate for a
compassionate and holistic approach to coaching that recognizes the complex nature of
medical education. This perspective is especially valuable in today’s learning environments,
where burnout and uncertainty are increasingly common.

Speaking of uncertainty, Drs. Parsons and Warburton make a compelling case for helping
learners embrace it—not as a weakness, but as an essential component of medical practice.
Their framing of uncertainty as a teachable and navigable space is one of the book’s most
powerful contributions.

Equally impressive are the practical strategies offered throughout the text. Grounded in a wide
array of learning theories, these strategies provide educators with actionable tools to support
learners in developing robust clinical reasoning skills. The integration of theory and practice is

seamless, making the book not only a coaching resource but also a potential core text for
teaching clinical reasoning itself.

To make my point about using this as a text for teaching clinical reasoning, Table 7.1 is
probably the most detailed, yet practical approach for students to explore clinical reasoning.
Use of this table could walk hand-in-hand with introduction to clinical practice courses that
complement the foundational science content. It would truly help students build on the
knowledge but not be limited by the test culture focused on one-best answer.

In sum, Clinical Reasoning: Coaching the Struggling Medical Learner is a must-read for medical
educators, coaches, learners, and anyone invested in the growth of future clinicians.
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